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PHILIPPE DE LOMBAERDE is a Research Fellow at the United 

Nations University-Comparative Regional Integration Studies (UNU-

CRIS) in Bruges. He is also a Visiting Lecturer at the College of Europe 

(Bruges) and the University of Bonn-ZEI. Before that he worked as an 

Associate Professor of International Economics at the Universidad 

Nacional de Colombia (Bogotá), as a Researcher and Lecturer at the 

University of Antwerp and as a Researcher at the National Institute of 

Development Administration (NIDA) (Bangkok), among other 

appointments. Mr. De Lombaerde (Ph.D.) is an economist whose current 

research interests include: regional economic integration, international 

trade and investment, monitoring tools and indicators, Latin American regional integration, EU 

external policy, comparative regionalism, cross-border micro-regions. He has been involved in 

policy research and consultancy projects for the governments of Belgium, Flanders, Colombia 

and Thailand, the UN, ILO, the European Commission and EUROSTAT. He has authored and/or 

edited books on regional economic integration, FDI, multi-level governance, Latin American 

regionalism, and the Benelux. 

 

 

AMR NOUR is the Officer-in-Charge of the Regional Commissions 

New York Office (RCNYO). In this capacity, he assumes the 

representation of the five UN Regional Commissions (ECA, ESCAP, 

ECLAC, ECE and ESCWA) in NY and is responsible for the 

preparation of the Secretary-General’s annual report on Regional 
Cooperation in the Economic, Social and Related Fields. Prior to his 

work at RCNYO, including as a Senior Economic Affairs Officer, Mr. 

Nour worked as a Research Officer in the Joint Inspection Unit, the only 

system-wide oversight body for the UN system. In this context, he 

undertook several studies and evaluations on a variety of areas, including on management and 

technical cooperation issues within the UN system. He also reviewed several institutional 

arrangements with a view to promote coordination and coherence among UN organizations at the 

global and regional levels. Previous positions include Vice –Chairman of the UN Committee for 

Programme and Coordination (CPC), a delegate to ECOSOC functional commissions and to the 

General Assembly Committees dealing with economic and social issues, and an Economic 

Affairs Officer in the Egyptian MFA. Mr. Nour holds a Masters in Public Administration from 

Syracuse University (USA), and a Masters in Political Science from Paris I - Sorbonne University 

(France), as well as Law and Engineering Degrees from Cairo University.  

 

 

KHALILUR RAHMAN is currently Special Coordinator of UNCTAD at the UN Headquarters. 

During March 2007 to February 2008, he served as the Principal Officer at the Executive Office 

of the UN Secretary-General in charge of economic, social and development affairs. Earlier, he 

held senior positions in the UNCTAD secretariat, including as the Chief of the Trade Analysis 

Branch and the Chief of the organization’s New York Office.    

 

Mr. Rahman holds a PhD degree in Economics from Tufts University. 

 



LILA HANITRA RATSIFANDRIHAMANANA is the Permanent 

Representative of the African Union, Permanent Observer to the United 

Nations.  From 2002 to 2006 she served as Ambassador of Madagascar 

to the Senegal, the Mali, the Burkina Faso, Morocco, Cape Verde, 

Gambia, and Côte d’Ivoire with residence in Dakar.  Prior to this she 

served Madagascar as Minister of Foreign Affairs (1998-2002) and 

Minister of Scientific Researches (1997-1998).  Previously she held 

teaching and administrative positions with the Ecole Normale 

Superieure, Antananarivo, and the University of Antananarivo. Ms. 

Ratsifandrihamanana has, in her professional capacities, participated in meetings of the United 

Nations, the African Union, the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie, the Indian Ocean 

Rim Association for Regional Co-operation, the Common Market for Eastern and Southern 

Africa, and the Indian Ocean Commission. She is also chairperson of the NGO “Terre Nouvelle” 

and an executive member of the association “Femmes, Sciences, Developpement”.  She has 

authored a number of literary works in both Malagasy and French.  She holds a Mining 

Engineering Degree and a Master’s in Science from the Saint Petersburg Mining School. 

 

 

JEAN-MARC COICAUD heads the United Nations University Office at 

the United Nations in New York. He was a Senior Academic Officer in the 

Peace and Governance Programme at UNU in Tokyo between 1996 and 

2003. Before joining UNU, he served in the Executive Office of the United 

Nations Secretary-General as speechwriter for Dr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali 

(1992-1996).  A former fellow at Harvard University (Center for 

International Affairs, Department of Philosophy and Harvard Law School 

1986-1992), Dr. Coicaud has held appointments as cultural attaché with the 

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, legislative aide with the European 

Parliament (financial committee), associate professor at the University of 

Paris and visiting professor at the Ecole Normale Supérieure in Paris. Dr. Coicaud holds a Ph.D. 

in political science-law from the Sorbonne and a Doctorat d'Etat in Philosophy from the Institut 

d'Etudes Politiques of Paris. He has published numerous books including, most recently, a 

volume co-edited with Daniel A. Bell, Ethics in Action: The Ethical Challenges of International 
Human Rights Nongovernmental Organizations (Cambridge University Press, 2006); Beyond the 
National Interest: The Future of UN Peacekeeping and Multilateralism in an Era of U.S. Primacy 
(United States Institute of Peace Press, 2007), and Limits of the UN/Future of the UN (in Japanese 

with Fujiwara Shoten, 2007). 

 


